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e This Reading Spine has been created for adult-led reading sessions to ensure that pupils access a range of books that will develop their reading by exposing them to texts that pose particular
problems for comprehension. They have a high lexical level, so also expose pupils to rich ideas and vocabulary, but this is supported by teacher mediation, questioning and explanation.

e In KS1, the aim is for pupils to experience at least one text from each of the 5 categories (listed below) each year: Y1 and Y2.

Complexity of
Plot/Symbol

Some texts happen on an allegorical or symbolic level. These texts contain critical forms of text complexity that students must experience.

Complexity of
the Narrator

Some books have an unreliable narrator: Scout, for example, who doesn’t understand and misperceives some of what has happened to her, or the narrator in Edgar Allan Poe’s
“The Tell-Tale Heart", who is a madman out of touch with reality. Other books have multiple narrators or non-human narrators. Some have multiple intertwined and apparently
(for a time) unrelated plot lines. These are far harder to read than books with a single plot line and students need to experience these as well.

Non-Linear
Time
Sequences

In children’s stories, time tends to unfold with consistency. The narration, too, can have a consistency of style and cadence; but in the best books, the narration is nuanced, with
time doubling back and moving in fits and starts. It can. The only way to master such books is to have them read by a teacher or parent.

Archaic Texts

The vocabulary, usage, syntax and context for cultural reference of texts that are over 50-100 years old are vastly different and typically more complex than texts written today.
Students need to be exposed to such texts in order to develop understanding of antiquated forms of expression.

Resistant
Texts

Some texts are written to deliberately resist easy meaning-making by readers. Perhaps haolf of the poems ever written fall into this category. Meaning has to be assembled
around nuances, hints, uncertainties and clues, and young readers will need guidance to do this.




